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Peace 
December 4 to December 10 

This week, we are looking at Peace. Jesus is described as 
the Prince of Peace, an odd moniker for those who expected 
him to overthrow the world’s super power in Rome—or those 
who expect him to do so today. And yet, we believe that the 
peace of Christ is the most revolutionary of peace.  

The Peace of Christ is something that invades our lives, 
unlike any other peace we’ve experienced. This should cause us 
to pause and evaluate our lives. Why does Christ’s peace seem 
to offensive to us? Is it because we thrive on busyness? Is it 
because we thrive on having our way, and are unwilling to rest 
on someone else’s? Or is it something even deeper? I’m not 
sure we really desire the peace which surpasses all 
understanding (Phil 4:7). It’s just too strange. We want to 
understand what we experience, and we understand conflict, 
stress, and power. We don’t understand Christ’s Peace and that 
makes it hard to desire it.  

As we read this week and are challenged to abide in the 
Prince of Peace, let’s prepare our hearts for the words and 
wisdom of the Spirit by striving to welcome the peace which 
surpasses understanding.  

This year, our Saturday reading will be an Advent hymn that 
you may or may not know. Read it, reflect upon it, perhaps look 
it up online and listen or sing along.  

Our authors this week are Ann Sippy, Wayne Shockley, 
Dennis Seman, Linda Auer, and Lauren Tomlinson. We have a 
picture colored by Caleb Tomlinson for us to look at and reflect 
upon as well. 

- Adam Tomlinson  
  



December 5 
Peace that Doesn’t Make Sense Ann Sippy 

Peace and quiet are words that are often spoken together. 
When it is quiet, you may feel peaceful. If there is a lot of 
activity and commotion, peace is usually not the obvious 
emotion.  

Tom and I had a very enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday! Our 
family was home! It was, however, not always quiet at our 
house. There was plenty of talking, laughing, even crying and 
some snoring! Along with the voices there were sounds from 
food preparation, meals eaten together, and the after-dinner 
clean-up. 

When we walked into our house after everyone had left, we 
looked at each other and said at almost the same time, “It’s so 
quiet!” It didn’t necessarily feel peaceful, but a little empty. 
When we had people we loved and cared about around us, there 
was a feeling of contentment that I think brought a kind of 
peace. 

The peace that we all hope and long for is celebrated at this 
time of year. It’s different than the quiet peace and even the 
comforting peace we feel when surrounded by people we love. 
Jesus offers His kind of peace when he tells us in John 14:27 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid.” 

We can have this kind of real peace in our lives when we put 
our complete trust in Jesus because He died on the cross, taking 
away our sin and shame and then rising from the grave! His 
victory over sin and death is our assurance of a life free from 
fear and doubt about our future! We only need to receive Jesus’ 
free gift of salvation for ourselves! (The best gift we will ever 
receive, by the way!) 

When life’s circumstances threaten to steal our peace, we 
need to remember Paul’s encouragement to the Philippians 
(4:6,7), “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 



to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 

I pray that we all can experience this “peace that doesn’t 
make sense” this Advent and Christmas season and into the 
year to come! 
 

December 6 
Grace and Peace Wayne Shockley 

Paul writes at the beginning of all of his letters; "Grace and 
peace to you from God the father and the Lord Jesus Christ" 

It is often said that true peace has to be more than just the 
absence of violence. Yet that would be a really good place to 
start. The people of Ukraine obviously will celebrate wildly 
when the fighting ends, regardless of whatever else is going on 
in their lives. So would many other peoples around the world 
whose lives are blighted by violence. But Jesus warned us that 
we would hear of violence right up to the end. 

We do need to do whatever we can to reduce the level of 
violence in the world. 

But even if we can end or at least reduce the level of 
violence there are plenty of other problems to threaten us. As 
millions have observed, "It's always something." 

In the midst of warning his disciples about continuing 
troubles, Jesus promises to leave his peace with them and us. 
Not a peace as the world gives us, because that peace is shaky 
and partial. 

So how does the peace of Christ come into us? 
Since it is not the peace the world gives us, it does not 

remove all the troubles and sorrows of this earthly life. 
It is a promise that the troubles and sorrows of this life are 

not the whole story. The love of Christ and the presence of the 
Spirit are greater and have overcome them. They will still be 
there when the next violence hits and the next sorrow comes. 



The peace of Christ makes us aware that this world is not all 
there is. We are a part of the Kingdom of God which is greater 
than this natural world and will some day replace it completely. 

When we are in the midst of tragedy or just enduring the 
day-to-day grind, it gets hard to remember the love and eternal 
promises of God, but they are there and they make for peace in 
our souls. 

We just need to stop and pray and let Jesus do it. 
 

December 7 
Peace with God Dennis Seman 

We find the word peace in our English Bibles 311 times 
(217 times in the Old Testament and 94 times in the New). 
When it is used, it has powerful meanings. The Hebrew word 
shalom basically had the idea of “soundness” and “health” but 
later came to denote other things like “prosperity”, well-being in 
general, and “all good in relations to both man and God”. “In 
early times, to a people harassed by foes, peace was the primary 
blessing.” (ISBE, vol 3, p 2293). People have always yearned for 
a lack of conflict.  

In chapter 1 of Luke, we read about the circumstances 
surrounding Jesus’ birth. We read about how Mary was told 
about her role in this event. We read what she said about her 
role and how “[her] soul exalts the Lord, and [her] spirit has 
begun to rejoice in God my Savior”. But we often miss the 
words of Zechariah (father of John the Baptist) at the end of 
chapter 1. Zechariah seemed to understand what these births 
meant, and that God was finally going to solve man’ sin 
problem. At first, he said that the Lord God of Israel should be 
blessed “because he has come to help and has redeemed his 
people . . .”  Later, he says about his son (John), 

 
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 

Most High. 
For you will go before the Lord to prepare his 

ways, 



to give his people knowledge of salvation  
through the forgiveness of their sins. 
Because of our God’s tender mercy 

the dawn will break upon us from on high 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in 

the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 
John’s role was to pave the way for Jesus and then Jesus 

would begin His ministry with the goal of bringing peace 
between God and man. Something was going to happen so that 
God would not be at odds with mankind any longer. 

Peace is a blessing today for us today. We can find peace 
with God and man. 

 

December 8 
Advent Preparation Linda Auer 

I am thinking of a Time Remembered with dwelling 
together in Peace and serving humankind in fellowship of love 
and hope. Even here in California homelessness prevails and I 
am reminded of Jesus and his compassion with love for us as 
we prepare for Christmas. We need to constantly pray during 
our daily life to keep the Holy Spirit close to us all. 
 

December 9 
Inner Peace Lauren Tomlinson 

As a mom, when I hear the word peace, it seems 
unachievable. But that is because when I think of peace, I am 
usually thinking of outer peace. We have a sign when you walk 
into our home that says "Welcome to our Beautiful Chaos" and 
that is usually very accurate, so in my house outer peace feels 
impossible. But that is not the kind of peace that Jesus offers. 
His peace is not outer peace with quiet and stillness. The 
shalom he offers is inner peace. It is completeness, wholeness.  

One of my favorite movies to watch with the kids is Kung 
Fu Panda. In the second movie, the panda, Po, is continuing his 



training to be a master if Kung Fu. He is encouraged to find 
"inner peace" which will allow his Kung Fu skills to be even 
stronger. Throughout the movie Po is questioning his identity 
and his past. He is not able to achieve inner peace until he 
acknowledges his past and accepts the love of his parents. With 
his newfound inner peace, he is now able to slow down the 
chaos around him and deflect cannonballs, saving his friends 
and his country. 

When we have the confidence to rest in our rightness as a 
creation of God and beloved of Jesus, then we are able to have 
perfect inner peace in Jesus. That inner peace is freeing and 
powerful. We don't have to strive to achieve God's love, we just 
get to be who he made us to be and know that we are loved as 
we are. And that is the peace of Jesus. When I am in the chaos 
of motherhood, I can have inner peace and rest in the fact that I 
don't have to achieve or have a perfectly clean house, I am 
loved simply for being a daughter of God.  
 

December 10 
“Hark The Herald Angels Sing” Charles Wesley 

 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 

Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 

With th'angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 

Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 



Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail th'incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings 

Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 

Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

 

CCLI Song # 7014599  
Reprinted Under CCLI License #29011 

 
 



 
 

 
Colored by  Caleb Tomlinson 

  



 

  



 

 

Invite your friends and family to join us 
through Advent and Christmas Eve as we 

await and celebrate the birth of Jesus!  
Find more information at 

www.WestwoodChristian.com/Christmas 
 

 
 

http://www.westwoodchristian.com/Christmas

