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Colored by  Christian Odoi 

Love 
December 18 to December 24 

The final them of Advent is love. Love is one of our favor-
ite things to talk about as humans. We write about it. We watch 
movies about it. We even have a whole day of the calendar 
dedicated to it—kind of. And yet, Jesus tells us that nothing is 
greater than a person who displays love by sacrificing his or her 
self for a friend (John 15:13).  

We must remember that God is love. This is a categorical 
statement. What I mean is that God doesn’t (just) love. God 
doesn’t (just) show love. God is defined as love. Put another 
way, anything that is not love, is not God.  

It is because of God’s love that we have the holiday this 
weekend, we call Christmas. It is because God love the world 
that he sent his uniquely begotten Son for us to believe in and 
find our salvation. God did not send the Son in order to con-
demn, but in order to provide salvation (John 3:16-17).  

Love is a wonderful thing. Even so, we often trivialize, un-
derestimate, or overlook its importance in our lives. God is 
love, which is why we love him. God is love, which is why we 
love others. God is love, which is why we have Christmas.  

Our authors this week are Bonnie McCausland, Jolene Ha-
gens, Marion Greaser, and Merrlyn Schoville. 

This year, our Saturday reading will be an Advent hymn 
that you may or may not know. Read it, reflect upon it, per-
haps look it up online and listen or sing along.  

Our authors this week are Robert Odoi, Keith Schoville, 
Jolene Hagens, Chardel Johnston and myself. We have three 
pictures, colored by Fields, Christian, and Christabel for you to 
be led by as well. 

- Adam Tomlinson  



Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed the Savior's birth 

Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and ev'rywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 

Down in a lowly manger 

The humble Christ was born 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn 

Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and ev'rywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
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to find much more value in these last few years is the reminder 

that God loves me in spite of my fear and God is inviting me 

to allow his love to drive all my fears away.  I follow Jesus be-

cause he loves me perfectly. 

My fear of being a bad father to Nathanael, Caleb, and 

Junia; or my fear of being a bad husband to Lauren.; my fears 

about being a bad pastor or not a good enough preacher or not 

a good friend; my fears about death or abandonment or loneli-

ness; all of these fears are answered with God’s love. 

If I can live in the kind of love that God desires, it’s unlike-

ly that the relationships and leadership fears come to pass any-

way. But further, because God loves me, my fears are just less 

oppressive. God’s love stirs me to do my best to love as I am 

loved. To be God’s love to the world.  But God’s love also re-

minds me that in spite of who I am and what anyone might 

think, I am loved perfectly. 

This Christmas, may we be people who see a baby in a 

manger and see the face of God’s love for all people and may 

we love as we are loved.  

 

December 24 

Go Tell It On The Mountain John W. Work Jr. 

Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and ev'rywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 

While shepherds kept their watching 
O'er silent flocks by night 

Behold throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light 

Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and ev'rywhere 

 

Colored by  Christabel Odoi 

 



December 19 

Be inspired by God’s Love (John 3: 16)  Robert Odoi 

for us this Christmas period. 

Give Love on Christmas Day 
People making lists, buying special gifts 
Taking time to be kind to one and all 
It is that time of the year when good friends are near 
And you wish you could give more than just presents from 

a store 
 
Why don’t you give love on Christmas day? 
God loved us and gave us his own son to die for our sins 
Love is demonstrative and must be expressed 
When God’s love is in us, it flows out in sacrificial giving 
We would be so happy if you gave love on Christmas Day 
 
How glad would it be on Christmas Day 
When People you don’t know smile and nod hello? 
When the air everywhere blows Christmas Joy 
It is that time of the year when the world is sincere 
And you would like to find a way to show the things that 

words can’t say 
 
Why don’t you give love on Christmas day 
Oh Man on the street and the couple upstairs 
All I need to know there is someone who cares 
Give love on Christmas day 
No greater gift is there than Love… 

 

December 20 

Advent Love Jolene Hagens 

I Corinthians 13 is called “The Love Chapter:” This is my 
favorite chapter in the Bible, especially verses 4-7.  If everyone 
would love one another, what a great world it would be.   

distracted by life and can only concentrate on breathing until 
we also realize that life is more than breathing!  

God loves us, His creation and provides what we need for 
our lives. And He even fulfills some of our wants. But, and this 
is a big but, He loves us too much to fulfill ALL our (often 
selfish) wants. He knows we may stop depending and loving 
Him if we have everything we want because we do not think 
we need Him any more. Until, of course, we get sick or hurt, 
...  then we are back at His doorstep. 

I praise God that He loves us sometimes in spite of our-
selves. I know I am often undeserving of His love but He gives 
it to me anyhow! 

GOD IS SO GOOD. 
GOD IS LOVE. 
God bless you all this season of sharing His love. 

 

December 23 

Why We Love Adam Tomlinson 

1 John 4:19 tells us “We love because he first loved us.” 

What a wonderful reminder that God’s feelings towards us are 

feelings of love. It’s so incredible to me that despite all the 

ways that we mess up the world, hurt one another, and even 

slander the glory of the Lord, his first emotion towards us to 

love. We are told over and over again that God’s actions to-

wards the world come from a place of love. 

I think this is why I get so sad when I hear people trying to 

convince other people to believe in God through fear. John 

tells us that perfect love casts out fear because fear has to do 

with punishment (1 John 4:18).  What he is implying is that 

God’s love towards us should free us from the fear of punish-

ment and we should love each other with the same kind of 

love.  

I grew up loving Jesus because he saved me from hell. I 

grew up following Jesus because of my fear. What I have come 



 Another way to think about love is to think of its opposite: 
antipathy, enmity, hatred. Or think of love’s synonyms: 
“affection, attachment, attraction, charity, devotion, esteem, 
feeling, fondness, friendship, liking, regard, tenderness.” 

 But enough of this grammar lesson! The closest definition I 
could find compared to my own is “to please or promote the 
welfare of the other.” My definition ofr Christian love is to 
have a “genuine concern” for the other person. For example, I 
love my wife and our children, grandchildren and great grand-
children! Who would have dreamed that I would live long 
enough to write this! Of course I don’t want to see any of them 
go hungry, or naked, etc. I have a genuine concern for their 
welfare. And the same is true for my brothers and sisters in 
Christ, both those whom I know personally here at Westwood 
and others of whom I am aware scattered across our nation 
and elsewhere in the world. I try to manifest my genuine con-
cern in ways that I can. Yes, I have a genuine concern for my 
neighbors, and I am thankful for their genuine concern for me 
and Merrlyn. Two of my neighbors have mowed my pasture, 
the donkey pasture, every week for most of the summer, and I 
never asked them to do that. In turn, we have given them ap-
ples and grapes, and last spring I went over and pruned a cou-
ple of the small apple trees. Enough said. 

 

December 22 

God is Love Chardel Johnston 

Love. GOD is love. We are because God is love. Our bod-
ies are incredibly made by God. We do no have to think to 
take every breath, make every heartbeat, take every step (for 
the most part) we take, every stomach growl. We cannot think 
them nor make even one of these happen without God's lov-
ing care of us. We can wish to take another breath but cannot 
without His loving care.  How wonderful is God's loving crea-
tion because He knows we cannot do it on our own? We get 

Love came down at Christmas.  Yes – God’s love for His 
people, sent Jesus to save the world.  As a baby, no less!  Who 
cannot love a baby?  I have loved so many; the softness, the 
smell (most of the time), and the way they snuggle in your 
arms.  It’s love – 100%.  Every Christmas we are reminded of 
God’s love for us, with the baby Jesus.  Take this baby in your 
arms and love . . .  your family, your neighbor, the person you 
disagree with, the person you really don’t like.  Pray for 
them.  Change your dislikes to love.  You will feel better.  Give 
some love this Christmas and it will come back to you, 100-
fold. Reflect on  

1 Cor. 13:4-7. “Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrong.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.”  

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not per-
ish but have eternal life.”  

1 John 4:11 “Since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another.” 

 

December 21 

Love Keith Schoville 

 You have likely read or heard the phrases “God is Love,” 
“Love one another,” “And now remains Faith, Hope and 
Love, and the greatest of these is Love.” And “love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” Everybody knows what love is, but do they? 
Take a look in a dictionary, as I did in my copy of Funk & 
Wagnalls. The first thing one has to decide is whether the word 
is a noun or a verb, which is determined by the context. Nouns 
are subjects or objects of a verb, as in “Love is a many splen-
did thing.” By contrast, compare love as a verb, “She loves 
me.” 



 Colored by  Fields Mooberry 


