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Joy 
December 12 to December 17 

As we reach the third week of Advent, we celebrate the 
joy. Just as I recounted in the first week that Hope is often 
confused with optimism, so too is Joy often confused with 
something it is not: happiness. Joy and happiness are very 
different, for one can be joyful but sad. One can be joyful yet 
hurt. One can be joyful and scared. But one cannot be happy 
and these things.  

The very first time the Gospel was proclaimed, it was 
done by 3 women, who, Scripture recounts, ran away from the 
tomb with great fear and great joy (Matt 28:8). Joy is not 
dependent on our emotions. Rather, Joy is dependent upon our 
attitude. These women were able to be really afraid and really 
joyful. Hebrews tells us that it was for the sake of Joy that Jesus 
endured the cross (Heb 12:2).  

This week, we’ll be challenged to broaden our 
understanding of Joy if not our experience. We’ll be reminded 
that Joy is not happiness and that we can be joyful despite what 
is going on around us.  

This year, our Saturday reading will be an Advent hymn 
that you may or may not know. Read it, reflect upon it, perhaps 
look it up online and listen or sing along.  

Our authors this week are Marion Greaser, Ashley 
Crutcher, Steven Mooberry, Stefano Lord, and Amy Calvetti. 
We have two pictures, colored by Nathanael and Grayson for 
you to be led by as well. 

- Adam Tomlinson  
  



 
 
 

 
 

 
Colored by  Nathanael Tomlinson 

  



December 12 
Make a Joyful Noise Marion Greaser 

Psalm100:1-2 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
Serve the LORD with gladness!  Come into his presence with 
singing! 

Music has always been an important part of making 
Christmas joyful to me. Singing Christmas carols in 
church/school Christmas programs and Christmas programs 
has been especially meaningful. Later, my participation with 
Marilyn in a 500 choir performance of the Halleluiah Chorus is 
a most joyful memory. There is something about powerful, 
joyful music that ministers to one’s soul. My prayer for you is 
that music and joy continue being an inspiration as we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, the hope of our salvation. 
 

December 13 
 Ashley Crutcher 

If you’ve been following along, you may have noticed that 
several of the devotionals have roots in Isaiah. As I was re-
reading Isaiah, I discovered I had never seen the running thread 
of a stump, a shoot, and then a tree, all in passages that point to 
a reality in Isaiah’s time, but also point to different moments in 
Jesus’ life: his birth, death, and resurrection. 

That’s neat on its own, but then I decided to google what 
the Hebrew word for joy was - and wouldn’t you know it, there 
is not just one word, but at least 6, and a few of them have 
definitions derived from different points of joy in the life cycle 
of a plant/tree! 
 

Isaiah 6:13 “…Israel’s stump will be a 
holy seed.” 

Sasson (bud 
of joy) 

 ששון 

Isaiah 11:1, “Out of the stump of David’s 
family will grow a shoot–yes, a new 
Branch bearing fruit from the old root.” 

Simcha (joy 
beginning to 
grow) 



ְמָחה   שִׂ

Isaiah 53:2, “My servant grew up in the 
Lord’s presence like a tender green shoot, 
like a root in dry ground.” 

Gilah (joy 
becoming 
visible) 

יָלה  גִׂ
Isaiah 44:23, “Sing, O heavens, for the 
Lord has done this wonderful thing. 
Shout for joy, O depths of the earth! 
Break into song, O mountains and forests 
and every tree! For the Lord has 
redeemed Jacob and is glorified in 
Israel.” 

Rinnah (sing 
with Joy) 

ה ָנָּֽ  רִׂ

Isaiah 53:5, “But he was pierced for our 
rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was 
beaten so we could be whole. He was 
whipped so we could be healed…it was 
the Lord’s good plan to crush him and 
cause him grief.” 

(Ditzah 
(Crushed so 
that joy may 
come) 

 דיצה 

Isaiah 53:10c-11 “He will enjoy a long 
life, and the Lord’s good plan will 
prosper in his hands. When he sees that 
it is accomplished by his anguish, he 
will be satisfied.” 
Hebrews 12:2: “Because of the joy 
awaiting him, he endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame.” 

Chedvah 
(Overwhelming 
joy) 

 חדווה

All this culminates not just in Christ’s Chedvah, but our own 
Chedvah! Isaiah 61:3, 10 “they will be like great oaks that the Lord 
has planted for his glory….I am overwhelmed with joy in the 
Lord my God! For he has dressed me with the clothing of salvation and 
draped me in a robe of righteousness. I am like a bridegroom in his wedding 
suit or a bride with her jewels. 

Do you see it? Joy is tightly intertwined into every step in 
Christ’s story, even the painful parts of death. But it gets even 
better! What I left out about the six words of joy, is that they 



appear in the wedding blessings recited under the marriage 
canopy at a traditional Jewish wedding. Read Isaiah 61:10 again: 
“I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God!…I am 
like a bridegroom in his wedding suit or a bride with her 
jewels.” This joy is finalized, in the covenant of marriage, with 
us as the Church and Jesus. Rejoice with me, Christ has come 
and will come again! 

 

December 14 
Unchanging Joy Steven Mooberry 

It’s hard to write about joy when I’m not exactly overall 
happy, there’s a lot going on right now. Jessica and I are still 
working through marriage stuff (it’s going well, but still going), 
Fields can be crazy sometimes (he’s 5 so it’s not his fault), and 
work is work as always. But I guess that’s the point isn’t it. The 
joy that we have because of what God has done, is doing, and 
will do for us runs beneath all that other stuff, it’s unchanging 
and doesn’t ebb and flow like emotions or feelings. And if our 
faith is in Jesus then it is always there, ready when we falter to 
give us something to always be excited about and help us as his 
followers to press on and be able to share that joy with others. 

 

December 15 
Joy from God’s Love Stefano Lord 

When I think about what God has done, is doing, and will 
do for us, I am floored. He reconciled us to himself through the 
sacrifice of his Son on the cross of Calvary. Despite our 
differences, He offers us a relationship equivalent to that of a 
father and son, teacher and disciple, friends. A relationship 
where He always gives everything and the first step. A 
relationship in which He always remains faithful, regardless of 
what we do. A relationship in which, every day, He will work to 
make us better. His love comforts me, encourages me, guides 
me, disciplines me and gives me hope that I will always count 
on him despite my faults. I think there is no better word to 



describe God than what the apostle John wrote (1 John 4:8), He 
is love. 

 

December 16 
Always Have Joy  Amy Calvetti 

When Sonny passed away on June 12, 2022 my life changed 
forever. Some people would say Amy's life changed for the 
worse. Some people would say how can Amy be writing about 
joy. Six months ago I would have agreed with both thoughts. 
Yet, since that day for every moment of sorrow, I have 
witnessed multiple blessings. Blessings that would only happen 
with God's perfect timing.  

One special moment was when I sold Sonny's car to a 
neighbor & friend. He said he didn't want me having to deal 
with a bunch of strangers. He asked me if I wanted the license 
plates back. I said sure, why not. It wasn't until that moment I 
noticed his license plate read 612 AHJ. The numbers & tag 
reflect the day & year of his passing. 

I've shared this story with others and one person asked me if 
the letters meant anything. I paused to think and nothing came 
to mind except Always Have Joy. So this Christmas season 
remember God has blessed us with a reason to Always Have 
Joy.  
 

December 17 
Joy To The World George Frideric Handel 

Joy to the world the Lord has come 
Let earth receive her King 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven heaven and nature sing 
 

Joy to the world the Saviour reigns 
Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods rocks hills and plains 



Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat repeat the sounding joy 
 

Oh He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 

And wonders and wonders of His love 
 

Joy to the world 
Joy to the world yeah 

He rules the world 
He rules the world yeah 

Joy to the world the Lord has come 
 

CCLI Song # 7100235  
Published under CCLI License # 29011 

  



 

 

 

 
Colored by  Grayson 

 

  



  



 

 

 

Invite your friends and family to join us 
through Advent and Christmas Eve as we 

await and celebrate the birth of Jesus!  
Find more information at 

www.WestwoodChristian.com/Christmas 
 

 
 

http://www.westwoodchristian.com/Christmas

