Hope
November 29 through December 5
The first theme of Advent is Hope. Hope is something that
often gets confused with optimism, but the two are not the
same. Whereas optimism is a blind belief that things are either
good, or better than they seem, hope is the belief that whether
or not things are currently bad, there is something good,
something loving, and something to look forward to. For
Christians, that belief is located in the persons of the Holy
Trinity and the promises of Scripture.
In hope, we are challenged to hold to the preferred future,
to refuse to allow fear to dominate our lives, and to hold fast to
the promises of Jesus.
The devotions this week on Hope should begin our
anticipation of Jesus this Advent season. Through these
readings, we’ll be thankful for the promises we’ve been given.
You may consider how you might have lived as a 1st century
Jew, going through similar circumstances, but without the
teachings of Jesus, and only the longing for a Messiah.
Our authors this week are Dennis and Kathi Seman, Maxine
Culp, Sharon Staniforth and Wayne Shockley.
- Adam Tomlinson

November 30
Hope Makes Us Stronger
Dennis Seman
Messianic expectations were very high at the start of the first
century AD. After all, the Messiah had been predicted to come
through out the Old Testament scriptures and the current
situation at the time with Roman occupation seems to be an
opportune time. The Romans had been occupying Judea since
63 BC when they conquered Jerusalem. Judea became a Roman
province in 6 AD and was being oppressed and heavily taxed by
the Romans. The Jews were dreaming of the day that the
burden of Roman oppression would be lifted and that they
again would have a leader that would bring back the Jewish
Kingdom like it had been under the leadership of David. The
Jewish sect called the Zealots had this as a chief goal and hated
Roman rule and Roman occupation. During this time, there
was hope of the coming Messiah who would be the one to drive
out the Romans and set up a new Jewish kingdom. And now
seemed the time.
The academic definition of hope is, “the expectation of
future good from God”. While this is a good definition, it does
leave out some things. It leaves out things like “What should I
be feeling, thinking, and doing realizing that there is hope”?
How should having hope change my life and my outlook? Just
like the first century Jews were oppressed by the Romans, all of
mankind is oppressed by the consequences of sin and death.
This oppression is with us every day. It is a constant burden
and leads to a hopeless situation. There is no way out of it. But
Paul points out in Romans 5 that God’s grace changes all of
that. He writes that once we are “declared righteous by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have also obtained access into this grace in
which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of God’s glory.”
Notice that God is not mad at us any longer, we have peace
with God. This is the result. The means is faith in Jesus Christ,

the result is “rejoicing in the hope of God’s glory.” Note that it
was God’s idea to provide this path leading from the oppression
of sin – the idea and path were not originated by mankind.
God is its author because of His love for each of us. This
results in hope and rejoicing and removes the burden of sin and
death. It provides purpose in life.
Recently I saw a commercial for St. Jude’s Medical Research
Hospital where one of the patients remarked that “Hope makes
me strong.” Hope should give us strength and provide a
purpose as we live this life.

December 1
Hope with Love Through Grace
Maxine Culp
Grace is God’s voluntary and loving favor given to those He
saves. We can’t earn it, nor do we deserve it. No religious or
moral effort can gain it, for it comes only from God’s mercy
and love expressed in the death and resurrection of the Son for
our redemption. Grace gives us this Hope through Christ’s
birth.
The meaning of GRACE
G-God’s
R-Reward
A-At
C-Christ’s
E-Expense
“I don’t know a perfect person. I only know flawed people
who are still worth loving.”
John Green, author.

December 2
Hope?
Kathi Seman
One of my favorite Christmas carols is, “I Heard the Bells
on Christmas Day”. It doesn’t contain the word “hope” even
once but it is a song of hope.
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”
I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
and wild and sweet The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
Till ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime, A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn The households born
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
And in despair I bowed my head;

“There is no peace on earth,” I said;
“For hate is strong, And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!”
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men.”
The lyrics were written as a poem by American poet and
writer, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. He wrote this poem
during the horrific years of the Civil War.
The thing I like about the lyrics of this song is that they
don’t sugarcoat the reality of life. They acknowledge pain and
suffering. But they also recognize God’s presence and power—
“God is not dead, nor doth he sleep. The wrong shall fail, the
right prevail”.
When we look around us at our very broken world it is easy
to lose hope. But God can give us hope (peace, love, joy...) from
the inside out. We sure could use some of that about now!

December 3
Hope
Sharon Staniforth
What is “Hope” and how can we understand it better during
this advent season? Hope can be a desire or a wish. It can be an
emotion for change in overwhelming, dark times. It can be a
vision for cure of a devastating disease or expectation of healing
following tragic accidents. It can be the positive thought that
the travel will be safe or a projection of our thoughts when we
are worried, anxiety or fear driven. It can be a great positive
expectation! We all use the word “hope” in a multitude of ways
from the time we are young, growing up as a child. We continue
to develop into higher levels of understanding and perspective,
using it in daily conversations and discussions not giving much

thought to its real meaning. Have you ever asked yourself where
hope really comes from and how do I find it?
Hope became survival for me after the death of my precious
daughter on August 28, 1991. After receiving the call from the
sheriff’s office that she had been involved in a serious car
accident and was being transported by med flight to UW
Hospital, I waited in the lobby praying with faith that God
would spare her life. I prayed with faith that I would have the
opportunity to witness to others if He could spare her life. She
passed away during surgery. It was not in God’s plan that she
live here and I could not
accept that for a long time. It took many years to come to
emotional, mental, and spiritual healing.
Could we say that hope is synonymous with faith in God
and trust in God? For me it was more than that! I had prayed
fervently that she would not die. She did die. When we are
overwhelmed, giving up, losing our faith, and unsure of the
future, hope is still there. God is still there, too, but Hope is the
only strength we can give ourselves while God waits on us.
Hope is always present and hope saved my life. Romans 12: 12
says: “Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, and persevere in
prayer.” I could not pray just then, but I knew in my heart that
God is always present. I also knew that hope is always present
and that the positive expectation that God gives could help me
find a way! Psalm 62:5: My soul, wait silently for God alone,
for my expectation is from Him.
My personal acronym for H.O.P.E. is: Hold Onto Positive
Expectation. We cannot bring our loved ones back to life as we
desire but when death is the result we still have lots of hope for
patience, healing, inner peace, and fulfillment in life. When
coaching bereaved parents who have never known Jesus or
known any personal spiritual foundation, hope allows us to
work with them on their journey to find purpose, meaning,
fulfillment, and peace.

As Sarah Young writes in her devotional book, Jesus Calling,
2004, “Hope is a golden cord connecting you to Heaven”, July
27, p.218. I am reminded that only God can help us on
whatever journey we are going through. Hope brings us to
everything good that God gives us and helps us hold on in
trying times. Every wish, every desire, every need, and every
prayer is answered according to God’s will. The answers to
those prayers are not the end; they are just the beginning
to a greater understanding of God’s love for each of us.
God transformed me and He gave me all of this hope in the
midst of pain.
Our ability to “persevere in prayer” comes back, bounding
in fullness, if we let it. Our deepened faith then becomes the
forerunner and assurance of all expectation and of all hope for
the journey. In this season of advent, let us stay focused on the
positive expectation and meaning of Christ in our lives.
Whatever the prayer, whatever the answer, Christ has prepared
for us the light and the pathway for whatever comes our way.
He gives us strength when we are weak; He gives us
greater patience for healing, and gives us hope all the way
to Heaven. Meanwhile, we look forward with great
gratitude, confidence, and celebration of Jesus’ Birth and
the hope that we will prepare our hearts for Him which
can only come through prayer and the awesome power of
God’s Holy Spirit. Thank you Jesus.

December 4
Hope Becomes Faith
Wayne Shockley
Just about everybody has had some hopes that have been
disappointed. We had hoped as our kids grew up, that they
would live fairly close to us. At least close enough for a day
trip. It was not to be. Scattering seems to be in the Shockley
genes. Our daughter lives in the south Chicago suburbs. One
son lives in central Illinois. Our older son lives in Colorado.

But that dashed hope is minor compared to the painful
disappointments that many people have experienced.
Beyond specific hopes, most people have hope for
something better in their lives. Perhaps some people are
completely satisfied with every aspect of their lives, but when
they stop to think about it, most people hope for something
that will transcend their material day-to-day lives. Otherwise we
go through life enjoying the good things, trying to cope with the
bad things, and then we die. Along the way we can’t quite shake
the feeling that there must be something more to existence.
The ancient Jews had a specific hope that was also a hope
for a more meaningful life. They hoped for a Messiah someone to rescue them from Roman oppression and to help
them live freely as the people of God. The prophets spoke of
such a deliverer, but their descriptions seemed obscure and
confusing. Today we know that Jesus Christ came to make
their hopes a reality. But I do have to sympathize with the Jews
before Christ. They had seen many men rise up claiming to be
the one, only to see attempt after attempt destroyed, hope after
hope dashed.
Today Christians live in the hope of eternal life when Jesus
returns or calls us home. Hebrews 11:1 says that faith is the
assurance of things hoped for (NET). The hope of eternal life
with Jesus becomes sure as we remember that God kept his
promise of sending his son as Messiah and redeemer.

December 5
Colored by Nathanael (Nater) Tomlinson

Peace
December 6 to December 12
This week, we are looking at Peace. Jesus is described as the
Prince of Peace, an odd moniker for those who expected him to
overthrow the world’s super power in Rome—or those who
expect him to do so today. And yet, we believe that the peace of
Christ is the most revolutionary of peace.
The Peace of Christ is something that invades our lives,
unlike any other peace we’ve experienced. This should cause us
to pause and evaluate our lives. Why does Christ’s peace seem
to offensive to us? Is it because we thrive on busyness? Is it
because we thrive on having our way, and are unwilling to rest
on someone else’s? Or is it something even deeper? I’m not
sure we really desire the peace which surpasses all
understanding (Phil 4:7). It’s just too strange. We want to
understand what we experience, and we understand conflict,
stress, and power. We don’t understand Christ’s Peace and that
makes it hard to desire it.
As we read this week and are challenged to abide in the
Prince of Peace, let’s prepare our hearts for the words and
wisdom of the Spirit by striving to welcome the peace which
surpasses understanding.
Our authors this week are Ann Sippy, Keith Schoville, Rob
Ehlers, Robert Odoi, and Terry Walker.
- Adam Tomlinson

December 7
Peace in Advent
Ann Sippy
“Be still and know that I am God” from Psalm 46:10 is one
of my favorite verses in the Bible. When I have read that verse
and really took it to heart, God has used it many times and in
different circumstances in my life. He has used the “Be still”
part, referring to being quiet, as an admonition to me when I
said or was about to say something hurtful to someone. At
other times, when I was worried or anxious the “Be still” meant
to be calm and gave me peace to know that God is in control.
Advent, traditionally is a time to quiet oneself to prepare for
the coming of the Christ Child. It usually is, in many families, a
time that is anything but quiet and calm. Our preparations have
more to do with activities and getting ready for them than
preparing our hearts to reflect on the birth of Jesus our Savior.
Maybe this year will be different. We may not have as many
activities or social gatherings to plan for. That can be
disappointing and even sad, but possibly not all bad. We may
not like the idea of being separated from others, but if we take
some time and reread the narratives of Jesus' birth, we can see
God's plan and see that we really are not alone. Matthew 1:22,23
says, “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”-which means
“God with us.”
So, we are not alone! We can ask God to quiet our anxious
hearts and minds so we can be still before Him and then really
know that He is God!

December 8
Peace
Keith N. Schoville
I write this before Thanksgiving, 2020, and I hope this finds
you, the readers, are preparing in your hearts and minds for
December 25th when we will rejoice as we recall the birth of

our savior, Jesus Christ, and all that he means to us who are
believers.
The word in Hebrew that we translate as peace is Shalom.
Jews still greet one another with "shalom alleichem" which
means "peace on you all." Sometimes, to grasp the significance
of a word we think of the opposite, which can be "war,
conflict." I am reminded in this time of the pandemic of
Jeremiah 6:14 "they will say, peace, peace, when there is no
peace." But even now we recall the angelic voices that came to
the shepherds who were watching over their flocks outside of
Bethlehem on the night of our savior's birth, "Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men (=
humankind including the female sex)." Luke 2:14. Jesus is the
Prince of Peace. No matter what happens in the days of our
lives, we can relax at the end of each day, that is , be at peace in
our souls, recalling what the New Testament teaches about
peace with God. Here I note a couple of reassuring passages.
Philippians 4:7 states that "the peace of God surpasses all
understanding," Colossians 3:15 "Let the peace of God rule in
your hearts."
To find texts that speak of peace, or any other word in the
Bible, you will find a concordance helpful. A concordance lists
every word in the Bible along with the biblical passages in which
they are found. Another resource would be a study Bible, which
also has an abbreviated concordance. These can be purchased
on-line or in bookstores.
Blessings on you all!
Your brother in Christ

December 9
Peace
Rob Ehlers
I believe that we all pray for peace on a regular basis. That
our armed forces would all be able to return home. That there
would be an end to war and hostilities over all of the

planet. That armed conflict, terrorism, and hatred would
end. This was certainly the theme of youth in the 1960’s. End
the war in Vietnam. End racial discrimination.
Now, 60 years later, it doesn’t seem that we have made
much progress. Racial, ethnic and religious hatred is still with
us and armed conflicts still abound all over the
world. Whenever it seems that peace is obtained in one place,
conflict flares in another.
The Old Testament abounds with passages that speak to the
pursuit of peace between nations and the pursuit of peace
between God and man. Many Psalms and Proverbs speak to the
pursuit of peace.
Will there ever be peace in this World? Probably not. In
Mathew 24: 6 Jesus says “You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must
happen, but the end is still to come.” In John 16:33 Jesus says
“I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.”
Can we experience peace? Personal peace is much more
than simply an end to hostility. Personal peace is a state
of being in which we set aside our worries, fears, anxieties, and
cares. We do our best to foster love and understanding among
all we interact with and come in contact with. We can only
accomplish personal peace if we are able to take Jesus in to our
hearts and turn over all our cares and concerns to him. If we
turn to him for healing and acceptance of the world we live in
and do our best to help others to see that, in Jesus, they too
may have peace for he has overcome the world.
As we enter the time of year where we commemorate the
birth of Jesus the Christ, let us remember the prophesy of Isaiah
9:6 “For to us a son is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders, and he will be called
Wonderful counselor, Mighty God, Prince of peace.” Isaiah

spoke these words centuries before our savior was born to bring
us peace. Those words ring true today, two millennium later.

December 10
Peace in Jesus Christ
Robert Odoi
World peace is the absence of conflict and the abundance of
non-violence through adopting a harmonious attitude to
individuals and the community. The origins of peace can be
traced through scripture including the peace of Jesus Christ.
The foundation of Christianity is love; when Jesus’ love is
emulated peace can be achieved. In the New Testament we
learn that reconciliation with God is the means of achieving
inner peace.
According to John 14:27; Jesus assures us that peace is what
he leaves with us on this earth and he goes further to assert that,
“it’s his own peace that he gave to us” it is from such assurance
that we as Christians derive inner peace. Worldly peace can only
come from the inner peace of the individual. The peace of God
is foundational and relational.
“For to us a child is born to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders, and he will be called
wonderful counsellor, mighty God, everlasting father, the prince
of peace (Isaiah 9:6).
Without peace the continuity of life would not be possible
that’s why the son of God, king of kings came to die for us, and
since the son of God is the prince of peace and we are the
children of God, we are peace makers as evidenced in Matthew
5:9.
The peace of Christ is a key to have harmony in life,
enabling us to live with a grateful heart. Colossians 3:15. Jesus
takes care for not only our spiritual needs but also to our
emotional and physical concerns. For instance, he knows that
we need a work-life balance, therefore as we have been
reconciled with God, we are to dedicate our lives to serve his

kingdom rather than our own pleasures.
Jeremiah 29:7 encourages us to seek the peace and
prosperity of a city you are part of...Could be your church,
family etc. God has the sole reason as to why you belong there,
he knows why you are where you are, he has also assigned you
to be right there, so seek the peace of that place, Job, church
etc. Pray always for peace to reign, be an agent of peace, be the
one who encourages peace, never allow yourself to be violet,
rather be a violent prayer warrior for peace. When there is peace
you can do endless things including worship, visitations etc.
God is still good, and my goal is to be an agent for Peace. I
know amongst us are politicians, please be agents of peace, for
those of us who are not, pray for those in politics. If my people
who are called by my name will humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:14).
The devil is not interested in peace. Your enemy is the devil.
I pray that the church will be the fountain of peace. Let’s always
remember our leaders in prayer, for God to grant them wisdom
to discern the right and wrong and know what is right to do,
“Proverbs 11:14 says the lack of guidance the Nations will fall.
Conclusively, as we approach the birth of our lord and
savior, we need to be humble and devote ourselves in prayer
and sanctification for peace on earth. For it is his desire to see
all his creation enjoying all his creation without fear or favor.

December 11
Finding Real Peace
Terry Walker
How do we find real peace in such a chaotic world we are
living in at present? After pondering the thought a bit, there are
examples of peace, if we look hard enough, but the real peace
and everlasting peace will be mentioned at the end of this
article.
Babies are at peace when they are fed and wrapped up in a

blanket, listening to their mother's heartbeat. Children are at
peace when they return home from school and have a meal with
the whole family at one time and talk about their day. Others
have peace when they can pick up the phone and call their
friends after a hard day at work, sharing their struggles, knowing
their friends are listening and bearing their burden with them.
However, in the times we are in, everyone feels about the
same, depressed and disconnected. As I try and understand
peace, it is difficult for me to grasp the real meaning of peace at
times. But, as I watch the news and seeing people helping other
people in their time of need, I realize it brings people together
like non other. It's a peace that is put into action. Giving and
helping others, as best we are able, puts a smile on their face
and a joy in our hearts as we help in meeting someone else’s
need.
As I look at our situation, I wonder whether the God of the
universe, the one who has created all mankind, is trying to get
our attention and bring us to the realization what real peace is
all about, a real relationship with Him. He is the giver of all
things and He wants to meet our needs, just like we try and
meet the needs of others, but in a bigger and broader sense.
Shouldn't we give Him the recognition He deserves as our
creator and find the real meaning of PEACE, which can only
come through a long-lasting relationship with our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Matt. 6:33 says it this way. "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will
be added unto you". This includes, REAL PEACE, amen.

December 12
Built by Fields Mooberry

Joy
December 13 to December 19
As we reach the third week of Advent, we celebrate the joy.
Just as I recounted in the first week that Hope is often confused
with optimism, so too is Joy often confused with something it is
not: happiness. Joy and happiness are very different, for one can
be joyful but sad. One can be joyful yet hurt. One can be joyful
and scared. But one cannot be happy and these things.
The very first time the Gospel was proclaimed, it was done
by 3 women, who, Scripture recounts, ran away from the tomb
with great fear and great joy (Matt 28:8). Joy is not dependent
on our emotions. Rather, Joy is dependent upon our attitude.
These women were able to be really afraid and really joyful.
Hebrews tells us that it was for the sake of Joy that Jesus
endured the cross (Heb 12:2).
This week, we’ll be challenged to broaden our understanding
of Joy if not our experience. We’ll be reminded that Joy is not
happiness and that we can be joyful despite what is going on
around us.
Our authors this week are Amy Calvetti, Janet Anderson,
Lauren Tomlinson, Roy Ratcliff, and Tom Sippy.
- Adam Tomlinson

December 14
I Choose Joy
Amy Calvetti
Music has always been a way God speaks to me. In good
times & bad, it seems the perfect song comes on the radio or a
chorus will pop into my head. The topic I was asked to write
about is Joy. This year has been beyond challenging for
everyone around the world. How does one find joy in such dire
times? Once again, a song comes to mind that describes a way.
The song is "Joy" by King and Country. If you don't know it
Google it online and listen to the words. If you do know the
song pay a little closer attention to the words next time. One
part of the chorus says "I choose Joy. Let it move you, let it
move you. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
night. Oh, with You by my side, I'm stepping into the light. I
choose Joy." Ask yourself, "Do I choose joy during those dark
and challenging times?" Having that close personal relationship
with God helps us to choose joy over despair & hopelessness.
As we go into this Christmas season it is more important
than ever that we choose Joy. Luke 2: 10-11 says
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord." God blessed us with a wonderful gift of his
Son. I hope you feel God's presence and join me in choosing
Joy this holiday season. Merry Christmas!

December 15
On Joy
Janet Anderson
When I think of Joy, the words that come to my mind are
“the Joy of the Lord is my strength” We have joy because He is
with us. Good or bad that never changes. Do you have Joy
during these challenging times?
22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,

23 gentleness,

and self-control. There is no law
against such things. (Galatians 5:22-23)
Joy is the 2nd fruit of the spirit. The word Joy appears nearly
200 times in the Bible, which helps us understand how
important this sweet fruit of the spirit really is.
Joy is a condition of the heart. Joy and happiness are not
interchangeable. Joy is from within regardless of what’s going
on around you. Happiness can be a blurred emotion dependent
on a situation.
Being joyful means you have made a commitment to
gratitude regardless of the circumstances.
The most important attribute of Joy is that you can find Joy
in adversity. For example, we are all so isolated due to the
pandemic, especially those who are homebound and live alone.
My sisters and I visit my mom and do her errands several times
a week, this can become “work”. On Saturdays when we all join
together is when the Joy comes about, when we give of
ourselves.
God wants us to live a life full of joy and promises so by
giving love from our hears and not just doing task, we all
receive joy.

December 16
Joy isn’t Easy
Lauren Tomlinson
I wonder if any of these things have ever happened to you:
You have just finished vacuuming when your child comes in,
trips, and dumps their snack on the floor. Then instead of
picking it up they walk over it, crumbling it into the carpet.
You have just finished washing the last dirty dish when your
spouse comes in with a pile of dirty dishes from another room.
You have already had a bad morning and you’re late for a
meeting. When you get into your car you realize that your tank
is almost empty, and you will have to stop for gas.
Even if none of these examples have ever happened to you, you

probably have a story like this, a moment that makes you sigh
and say, “Really?!” For me, these moments are joy stealers.
James 1:2 (ESV) says “Count it all joy, my
brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.”
I am going through my own season of trials. I have been
struggling with joy lately. It is hard to find joy in the day to day
when the days are filled with laundry, dishes, complaining kids,
and back pain from pregnancy. It is hard to find joy when you
aren’t sleeping well and wake up feeling drained. When I
realized a few weeks ago that I was finding no joy in being a
mother or in the relationships with my kids, I knew that this
was something that needed to change. I want to have a life full
of joy. I want to enjoy my kids and my family.
Having joy in all things is not easy. I wish it were as simple
as flipping a switch, a one-time adjustment, but it’s not.
Counting it all as joy is not easy, it is a choice. It is an
intentional decision to change your mindset. I have to be aware
of every thought, take it captive, and decide to count it as joy.
So now when I meet trials of various kinds I stop and
choose to see it with joy. It looks a little like this:
I’m down on my hands and knees, pregnant belly almost
touching the floor, putting LEGO back in their box when Caleb
comes in to show me something and accidently tips over the
blocks. Instead of reacting with a groan, I stop and count it joy:
“My son was so excited to show me something that he wasn’t
paying attention where he was going. At least my son wants a
relationship with me.”
I’m making dinner and I realize that there’s one thing I
forgot from the store, and I need it right now. I stop and count
it joy that food is convenient. I have the ability to buy food
when I need it from the store just a few minutes away.
Joy isn’t easy, it takes a lot of work and a reality shift; but
counting joy instead of complaints is worth it to my soul. This
Christmas season will be different than we have experienced

before. I know that I will need to be adjusting a lot of my
expectations for the season, but I hope that you will join me in
the daily challenge to stop and choose joy during this season.
It’s not going to be easy, but I believe that Christ will make all
our efforts worth it.

December 17
Joy
Roy Ratcliff
When we think of the Incarnation, we often are reminded of
the angels who appeared to the shepherds and praised
God. The shepherds were terrified, but the angel said, "Don't
be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people." Their song of joy resonates for us today when we
celebrate the occasion. Biblical joy is not the same as happiness,
but refers to a gladness of heart that occurs when God's will is
realized. After praying for an alternative to his plan, Jesus went
to cross "for the joy set before him." (Hebrews 12:2). He
understood God's plan and putting into practice gave him great
joy. When Jesus taught his followers to pray, he included the
phrase, "Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven." When
we can see God's will and plan, and put it into practice, it gives
us great joy. Perhaps this is what Peter meant when he wrote,
"Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are
receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls" (1
Peter 1:8-9). So let us approach his holiday with great joy as we
look forward to the salvation of our souls. That was the
purpose behind the incarnation and the death of Jesus.

December 18
How Great Our Joy!
Tom Sippy
What brings you joy during the Advent or Christmas
season? For children it is the thought of getting gifts. For adults

it might be time spent with family and friends and for others it
might mean enjoying the Christmas light displays.
One aspect of the Advent season, that is enjoyed by many is
the singing of the various songs celebrating the birth of the
Christ child. “How Great Our Joy”, is one many hymns we
enjoy during this time. Joy is a common theme of this and many
other well-known hymns. As I’ve read through these songs and
reflected upon the words that have been written, it makes me
feel the excitement brought about by the long-awaited birth of
the Christ child.
Perhaps, the greatest message from these songs is the
invitation to adore Him. But what does it mean to adore the
Christ child? To adore someone is to regard them with reverent
admiration and devotion. To adore Jesus, we need to take it to
the next level which is to worship Him as our divine savior.
Throughout the Bible we are reminded of the importance of
worshiping the Lord. Psalm 100 says we should, “Shout for joy
to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come
before him with joyful songs.” The Gospel of Luke speaks to
the incredible joy experienced by the shepherds when the angel
of the Lord said, “I bring you good news of great joy” when the
birth of Jesus was announced to them. In Matthew we read of
the joy experienced by the Magi who traveled from afar to
worship Jesus and lavished him with gifts.
As we enter, and journey through the Advent season, take
time to reflect upon the words of the Christmas songs and the
incredible story of the birth of the Christ child. May you
experience joy in your hearts as you worship our Lord and
Savior.

December 19
Colored by Nathanael (Nater) Tomlinson

Love
December 20 to December 24
The final theme of Advent is love. Love is one of our favorite
things to talk about as humans. We write about it. We watch movies
about it. We even have a whole day of the calendar dedicated to it—
kind of. And yet, Jesus tells us that nothing is greater than a person
who displays love by sacrificing his or herself for a friend (John
15:13).
We must remember that God is love. This is a categorical
statement. What I mean is that God doesn’t (just) love. God doesn’t
(just) show love. God is defined as love. Put another way, anything that
is not love, is not God.
It is because of God’s love that we have the holiday this weekend,
we call Christmas. It is because God love the world that he sent his
uniquely begotten Son for us to believe in and find our salvation.
God did not send the Son in order to condemn, but in order to
provide salvation (John 3:16-17).
Love is a wonderful thing. Even so, we often trivialize,
underestimate, or overlook its importance in our lives. God is love,
which is why we love him. God is love, which is why we love others.
God is love, which is why we have Christmas.
Our authors this week are Bonnie McCausland, Jolene Hagens,
Marion Greaser, and Merrlyn Schoville.
- Adam Tomlinson

December 21
Love
Bonnie McCausland
Matthew 22:34-40 The Greatest Commandment The highest
love or most honored commandments were uttered by Jesus
when He answered a question from a young lawyer, “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself. Loving God,
loving others and finding value in ourselves are, without a
doubt, three of the highest and most revered aspects of love.
Genuine love is a gift we give to others. It isn’t purchased
nor contingent upon our emotions. Love is a decision we make
daily toward someone who is special and valuable to us.
As the season comes when God sent His son to be born as
a baby, grow up to adulthood, then to die on the cross for our
salvation, we realize how much God loved us! Each of us. Once
we hear the story, our love for God grows and we want to
surrender our lives to Him.
We are so blessed. Let us study and read the Bible, obey His
will, share our love to others to be more Christ-like, and pray in
the Spirit. (Ephesians 6:18-20)
Love is described in I Corinthians chapter 13. God asks us
to show love to the world.
And in Matthew 28:18-20 He assures us He will be with us
to the end of the age.

December 22
Advent Love
Jolene Hagens
I Corinthians 13 is called “The Love Chapter:” This is my
favorite chapter in the Bible, especially verses 4-7. If everyone
would love one another, what a great world it would be.
Love came down at Christmas. Yes – God’s love for His
people, sent Jesus to save the world. As a baby, no less! Who
cannot love a baby? I have loved so many; the softness, the

smell (most of the time), and the way they snuggle in your
arms. It’s love – 100%. Every Christmas we are reminded of
God’s love for us, with the baby Jesus. Take this baby in your
arms and love . . . your family, your neighbor, the person you
disagree with, the person you really don’t like. Pray for
them. Change your dislikes to love. You will feel better. Give
some love this Christmas and it will come back to you, 100-fold.
Reflect on
1 Cor. 13:4-7. “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it
does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrong. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.”
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but
have eternal life.”
1 John 4:11 “Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.”

December 23
Advent Story
Marion Greaser
A special memory of our family (Marilyn, Suzi, Scott, and
myself) was reading together The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.
The daughter of the pageant’s director tells the story. It revolves
around a family of 6 kids (Imogene, Ralph, Claude, Leroy, Ollie,
and Gladys Herdman), who were juvenile delinquents known
for their cigar smoking, drinking, cussing, and terrorizing their
classmates. They are promoted each year in school because no
teacher would consider having two Herdmans in the same class.
They go to Sunday School for the first time because they heard
that the church offered snacks.
The Christmas pageant’s director was dismayed, when
asking for volunteers for cast members, that all the usual

children to play the parts of Mary, Joseph, the wise men, and
the shepherds, remained silent. The Herdmans intimidated the
other children, so the director had no alternative but to cast this
group of misfits in the key parts. The Herdmans, having never
heard the Christmas story before, showed unusual interest.
Questions, like why did Herod want to kill the baby, and why
was the innkeeper so harsh to force the pregnant mother and
subsequent baby to sleep in a barn, made the adults and other
children think more deeply about the story. Twists in the story,
like the wise men bringing a ham as a gift instead of “crummy”
frankincense and myrrh, as well as Mary (Imogene) hugging the
baby doll and gently weeping, made it the best Christmas
pageant ever.
The story shows how deep God’s love is for everyone,
regardless of his or her current behavior or circumstances. We
are called to do the same.

December 24
Love
Merrlyn J. Schoville
We can love many different things in life, for example, food,
a sunset or sunrise, a view of mountains, lakes, streams. And
naturally our sweetheart, husband or wife, and our children.
And we can love Jesus and his church. We likely not be able to
have our usual Christmas Eve service at Westwood as we
traditionally do because of the Covid-19 threat, but we can
remember each other as we stay at home.
I really didn't know love until I married my husband. He was
always kind and considerate to me, and to other people as well.
He helped me take care of the children and our homes (I have
lost track of the times we have moved over 71 years together.)
We were always careful with the resources we had, but he was
generous--sometimes I thought he was generous to a fault!
What more can I say? Just this: Love the Lord our God and
others as yourself.

December 25
Colored by Caleb (and Adam) Tomlinson

