
 Westwood 
Christian Church 

Westwood Christian Church 
5210 Odana Rd • Madison, WI 53711 

(608) 274-0266 
Email: MinisterSearch@westwoodchristian.com 

www.westwoodchristian.com 

 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Position Title: Lead Minister 

Reports to: Westwood Elders 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 

To complete this Application, simply <click> or <tab> into the [blue] fillable fields and begin 
typing.  If you need additional space, please attach extra pages to this document.  Submit 
your résumé and application to MinisterSearch@westwoodchristian.com. 
 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Name: Adam Tomlinson 

Address: 534 Calvin Phillips Dr 

Phone (W): N/A 

Phone (M): 603-402-6353 

Email: pastoradamt@gmail.com 

Spouse Lauren Marie 

Children: 
Names & Ages 

Nathanael Charles (5), Caleb Ryan (2) 

Interests & Hobbies: 

I have been playing tabletop wargames like Warhammer or Lord of the Rings since I was 13. 
Today, I love to build, paint, and play games with various models I build from scratch or buy. I 
enjoy playing board games and tabletop roleplaying games (like Dungeons and Dragons) with 
friends and family, and have used those hobbies to develop deep friendships. I enjoy reading, 
though I am not a fast reader, and especially enjoy the worlds of fantasy and science fiction. I 
grew up playing baseball and went to college on a scholarship. While I don’t get to play very 
much, I do enjoy spending time outside by inline skating, playing disc golf, and walking. 
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EDUCATION 
 
List educational history. (Begin with High School; list chronology, degrees & certifications.) 

 Christian Life High School Kenosha, WI (2004-2008) – Diploma 
 Milligan College Milligan College, TN (2008-2012) – B.A. in Bible, emphases in youth 

ministry and pastoral ministry with Minors in Mathematics, Greek, & Humanities. 
 Emmanuel Christian Seminary at Milligan College Johnson City, TN (2012-2019) – 

Mdiv. Degree is complete, will walk in May. 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT AND MINISTRY EXPERIENCE 
 
List your employment history 

 Community Christian Church of Lake County (Waukegan, IL) – Interim Youth Minister, 
summer 2009 

 First Christian Church (Monticello, IL) – Youth Ministry Intern, summer 2010 
 Community Christian Church of Lake County (Waukegan, IL) – Pastoral Ministry intern, 

summer 2011 
 Oak Grove Christian Church (Carter County, TN) – Volunteer Minister Oct 2012-May 

2014 
 Crossway Christian Church (Nashua, NH) – Campus Pastor 

o 2014-2017: Pond Campus Pastor 
o 2017-2019: Milford Campus Pastor 

 
 
List your Ministry experience and history 

Milford Campus Pastor: 
 Reformed a campus leadership team in order to involve more volunteer voices in 

decisions for our campus, involving this team in decisions relating to outreach 
activities, service times for special services, and developing campus vision. 

 Acquired the necessary regimen to preach dynamically once to twice a month. 
 Improved strategies for the teaching team to better think critically about texts and 

topics for preaching and teaching, resulting in more direct connection to daily life for 
all sermons.  

 Established strategic partnerships with 3 local organizations to increase our 
involvement in the community, connecting over 50 members of our campus into local 
serving opportunities. 
 

Pond Campus Pastor: 
 Overhauled the small group ministry, leading to over 350 individuals joining groups 

led by more than 50 people. 
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 Instituted a leadership pipeline which led to two individuals taking leadership 
responsibility for multiple teams, supervising and training the teams and leaders 
beneath them. 

 Enhanced sermon crafting and communication skills through regular preaching 
opportunities. 

 Fostered volunteer buy-in through developing a volunteer leadership team, built of 
key individuals at the Pond to aid campus outreach, event management, and new 
member assimilation. 

 Developed a fall outreach event that drew over 125 people in the first year, and over 
150 the second year. 

 Taught a workshop for our pastoral staff about how to effectively communicate 
mission and vision from the stage. 

 Led a Global Ministry trip to India, travelling all over the country. I preached in 
multiple churches, we met with many church leaders, and learned about how the 
Gospel is spreading across the country. 

 
 
Describe your Spiritual Journey (e.g. conversion experience, call to ministry, and church 
history). 
I grew up in a family that attended church, and so grew up going to church every week. I 
attended Christian school for my whole life, but it wasn’t until high school in Kenosha, WI 
that I felt like my faith became my own. I wrestled through my faith when confronted with 
some other faiths and was forced to really make my own. Around the same time, my Youth 
Minister began taking intentional time to help me learn more about God and to develop an 
understanding of the Bible. It was this one-on-one discipleship that inspired me to become a 
pastor and do that same thing for other people. In college, I discerned that adult ministry was 
more to my gifts, and as such, geared my studies and ministry focus thus. I went to 
Emmanuel Christian Seminary for 2 years full-time before deciding it was time to take a break 
from school and serve in a local church. God called me and Lauren to the Northeast, where 
we served with a multi-site church for 5 years. Over that time, I grew in many skills from 
preaching to leading volunteers. While serving as Campus Pastor I was also continuing my 
education through ECS. Over the last year, Lauren and I discerned it was time for us to search 
for an opportunity to lead a church. We returned to Tennessee so I could finish my degree, 
which I did in December. Over the last 6 months, God has lit in me a desire to serve the place 
I grew up: Wisconsin.  
 
 
What are your Spiritual Gifts? 

Preaching, Teaching, Prophecy 
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What are the titles/authors of the three most helpful books you have read in the past two 
years? 
Food and Faith / Norman Wirzba 
Imagining the Kingdom: How Worship Works / James K.A. Smith 
Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End / Atul Gawande 
 
 
List any publications or articles you have written. Please attach example(s). 

N/A 
 
 
BELIEFS (BRIEF STATEMENTS) 
 
The Bible 

Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1  
The Bible is a treasury of texts which reveal God, the character of God, and God’s plan for the 
cosmos. Scripture is useful for teaching, admonition, correction, and training in 
righteousness, meaning it is the primary source of our worship services and study. The Word 
of God should be the lamp to our feet, showing us where God is calling or leading us, and 
how we should live our lives. In Scripture, God provides the foundation for our faith, and the 
path to reconciliation. 
 
 
The Divinity of Jesus 

Luke 2; John 1; Romans 5; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57; Colossians 1  
Jesus of Nazareth was born of the Virgin Mary. He is the Son of God, in flesh. Jesus is called 
the Christ because he is the one whom God anointed to reconcile the world. Jesus led a 
sinless life, which led to his death on a cross. On that cross, sin was defeated when Jesus, 
who had not sinned, died. Jesus then triumphed over death when he was raised the following 
Sunday  
 
 
The Trinity 

Genesis 1; Matthew 28; 1 Peter 1 
God is Triune, having as 3 persons the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, each of which is equally 
divine, yet equally dependent on the others. God is the source of all existence and sustains it 
through the power of God. God is revealed to us, primarily through Scripture, but also 
through the history of the Church which has done the hard work of understanding God 
through developing theological understandings of God.  
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Salvation 

John 10; Acts 4; Ephesians2:8-9; Philippians 2; Titus 2 
Salvation comes through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth alone. Further, 
salvation comes on account of God’s grace and is entirely God’s work, not the work of any 
person. Salvation, though, does not apply only to a life without end in the Kingdom of God in 
heaven. Rather, salvation pertains to the whole person. Salvation begins now, and extends 
through eternity. To be saved, then, is to put on Christ, and to work towards purging 
corruption from our lives through the Spirit at work in our lives. 
 
 
Baptism 

Romans 6; Colossians 2; 1 Peter 3 
There is something which cannot be completely understood that happens in the water. 
Somehow, under the water, one is unified with the crucified body of Jesus in the tomb, and 
as he or she is raised from the water, joined with our resurrected Lord. And yet, there is 
nothing inherently magical about the water. The water itself does nothing special, or we 
would dunk everyone who came through our doors. Baptism is the seal of an agreement 
which we make with God. And yet, baptism itself is not salvific. Baptism is outward and 
inward. Baptism is private and public. Baptism is physical and spiritual. 
 
 
Communion 

Matthew 26; 1 Corinthians 11; 1 Peter 3 
The Church began meeting together, in large part to celebrate the death and resurrection of 
Christ in Communion. In Communion, partakers are invited to Christ’s table, by Christ himself. 
At the table, we engage with Jesus when we eat his body and drink his blood. By ingesting 
the body and blood of Jesus, we invite him to consume our bodies as we consume him. In this 
way, Christ becomes part of our body as the food which we eat becomes part of our bodies.  
In communion we embody the way, the truth, and the life. The Jesus way is life done around 
tables—even with those with whom we disagree. The Jesus truth is that Jesus was killed and 
resurrected to destroy the power of sin and death. The Jesus life is found in the bread of life. 
 
 
Spiritual Gifts 

Ephesians 4; 1 Corinthians 12 
Through the Spirit, God grants abilities and skills that are above and beyond what we can do 
in and through ourselves. Sometimes, God takes those skills we already possess to a new 
level, though other times we may discern that through the Spirit we are able to do things 
formerly unknown to us. The gifts God gives are not for our own benefit, they are for the 
benefit of those around us—specifically the Church. 
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The Restoration Movement 

The Restoration Movement has as its goal two things: first, to restore to general practice the 
faith and its expressions portrayed and described in the New Testament. That goal, however, 
is met with a desire to be a unifying catalyst in the global Church. Therefore, the second goal 
is unity of the church across the world.  
 
 
Tithing 

Malachi 3; Mark 12:17; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 
Tithing is a spiritual practice which God asks us to practice as an act of worship and faith. In 
giving back to God we recognize that all we have is actually God’s and we are but stewards of 
it. We also realize that it is God who provides (Luke 12), and therefore we can give freely in 
faith that God will provide.  
 
 
Homosexuality 

First and foremost, I believe that we must develop a posture that is inviting to members of 
the LBGTQ community. That is, the people who identify thus should be welcome in our 
churches and invited to be part of what we’re doing (Sunday school, small groups, etc.). This 
does not mean that we must endorse a lifestyle, only that we cannot ostracize a group based 
on their brand of sin. This kind of relationship is the only way that  
 
For most of my life I have held a classical (what some may call “traditional”) approach to 
sexuality: that God created men and women and that the only kind of sexuality which was 
honoring to God was that between a monogamous, married husband and wife. And it is still 
the only stance I can defend. 
 
However, I have been wrestling with this issue for the last few years as friends and church 
people wrestled with their own sexuality and that of their family members. I fully 
acknowledge that the bible speaks of homosexual relationships as “unnatural” (Rom 1:26), an 
“abomination” (Lev 18, 20), and as something which prohibits entrance into the Kingdom of 
God (1 Cor 6). However, I have been led to wonder if there might be more than just the coital 
act which Paul and Moses are discussing. There are other issues at play here (like adultery, 
pedophilia, abuse, and the like) which could be part of the condemnation.  More and more this 
is an issue which is causing people to leave their faith behind, and such rejection by people of 
faith causes me pause and evaluate whether the hardline stance of “traditional” Christianity 
is in fact the way forward.  
 
Regardless of where one falls on the issue, it must be acknowledged that merely being 
attracted to one of the same sex is not wrong in any way. Scripture only ever describes 
homosexual acts. 
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PHILOSOPHY OF MINISTRY 
 
In your opinion, what is the mission of the church? 

Acts 2; Romans 12; Colossians 1:18 
In the words of Scot McKnight, the Church is the “community called atonement.” The church 
is the community in which God desires the atoning work of Christ to be continually lived out, 
experienced, and understood. The Church is the critical community to officiate the ministry 
of reconciliation. The Church calls all of us to be reconciled with one another and with God. 
The Church is led by Christ, who gives the example of reconciliatory ministry. The Church is to 
be the community closest one can find and experience to the Kingdom of God. In this way, 
the Church is one way which we bring the Kingdom of God to earth as it is in heaven. 
 
 
What is your approach towards evangelism? 

I think that every member of the church needs to live the kind of life that calls people to 
inquire about what sets them apart. Our actions should indicate something so odd about us 
that people ask. However, that passive evangelism takes no place of active evangelism. We 
should be regularly praying for people whom we know and asking God to give us opportunity 
to share the Gospel with them. I don’t think that aggressive approaches (calling, evangelism 
tracts, etc.) do much good, but regular opportunities will present themselves if we 
intentionally put ourselves around non-Christians. What this has meant for me is that I try to 
find opportunities to volunteer in good organizations that are not inherently Christian. Most 
recently, this has meant the Boys and Girls Club. The relationships I built helping kids with 
homework were able to be leveraged into invites to come to church on special days, invites 
to church events, and support for what we were doing. Everyone needs to be willing to 
engage with people who are non-believers, but engagement must come first through real-
life. Thus, evangelism education includes teaching people to be comfortable discussing how 
their faith-based ethics impact their sexual, financial, parental (etc.) approaches. When 
someone asks “why do you do that?” is the best time to share the Gospel. Sunday morning 
should be about the Gospel, but evangelism should not only be inviting people to church.  
 
 
What do you think is important for church growth? 

I think healthy churches grow. While there are certainly unhealthy churches which grow, I 
believe that all healthy churches are growing—and not just because children are born. But 
ultimately, church growth cannot only be about how many baptisms a church has over the 
course of one year compared to another. Churches are first and foremost in the disciple-
making business, which means that it is the role of a church to provide opportunities for 
everyone who attends to grow in relationship with Jesus, taking next steps as they go and 
changing. Thus, having an idea for how one becomes a disciple is critical. Churches must 
develop strategies to help people overcome sin and engage with the community and then 
speak openly about that approach. No approach is perfect, but having one that can be 
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discussed and evaluated will be incredibly helpful in discerning whether a church is actually 
growing people into better people, just growing in the number of people who come, or not 
growing at all.  
 
 
What are some recent goals that you have accomplished in your ministry? 

 I oversaw and implemented an improvement to our Youtube channel that made 
videos more accessible, increased the clarity of information we put on it, and 
developed a plan that was easy to follow for the staff person who would eventually 
oversee the weekly uploading of our sermons. 

 When I took over at the Milford Campus at Crossway, our attendance rose by 14% 
over my first sixth months. This was due in part to the energy that comes from a new 
campus pastor, me preaching once a month (in the previous 3 years of the Campus, 
they had live preaching only twice), and my living in Milford—the previous CP had 
lived 30 minutes away. 

 We were meeting in a Boys and girls club which made having baptisms on Sunday 
mornings very hard. We had to schedule around other activities which were 
happening in the Club unless we could get a baptistry in and filled before 9, and 
cleaned out by 12:30 on Sunday. This meant that most of the baptisms which 
happened “at” our campus, were actually conducted at our main campus, 30 minutes 
away. I worked very hard to find a way to make baptisms happen on Sunday morning 
and found different ways to make it happen. First, we borrowed a baptistry from 
another church, and then we bought an inflatable hot tub. This made a huge impact 
as we were able to invite people to witness baptisms without driving, and to celebrate 
them on a Sunday morning. 

 In 2016, a young woman approached me about interning under me to see if Ministry 
might be what God was calling her to. I enthusiastically agreed and Brittany interned 
with me for about 6 months. Afterwards, she went back to New York to take over her 
home church’s youth and young adult ministry, before attending Duke University 
where she will graduate with her MDiv this May. In the fall, she will be launching a 
new campus for her church, Story Church, in Durham. 

 
 
What are essential elements of a worship service? 

The only essential element of a worship service to me is reading of scripture and communion. 
Singing, liturgy, sermons, even offering time can all be dropped from the service without 
missing an essential element. I don’t believe we should go many weeks in a row without 
singing or without a sermon, and certainly offering should be done regularly (though on 
weeks when it’s not done as part of the service, there should be ways to give still available—
whether online, or in boxes by doors). Nevertheless, I do not think they are vital. What is vital 
is the communion of the saints with one another and with Christ.  
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What is your approach to establishing relationships with visitors? 

First and foremost we have to know when visitors attend our churches. So we must develop 
ways for people to let us know they are here without being intimidating. From here, we need 
to develop ways to put as many people in contact with them as possible. At Crossway I 
developed this procedure: 

1. First Time Guest (FTG) fills out a connect card and takes it to the Hub or drops in the 
offering box 

2. If taken to the hub: 
a. Hub volunteer (HV) tells FTG about Crossway 
b. HV gives FTG Water Bottle and information 
c. HV writes their name on the CC 
d. HV takes 1 envelope and Crossway notecard for each FTG interacted with 
e. Deb receives CC on Monday 
f. HV writes letter and puts in mail to receive by Thursday or Friday 
g. Email sent to FTG from church office within 36 hours 

3. If put in offering box they only received the email/letter from the church, but I would 
try to make a point to reach out by phone or to try and meet them next week.  

The key is that welcoming visitors is a whole-church initiative. Guests will decide if they are 
coming back to church within 7 minutes of being on site (cf. Nelson Searcy’s book Activate). 
Therefore, everyone must be welcoming and engaging to newcomers. But even so, follow up 
is critical. There is nothing worse than indicating you want to do something, talk to someone, 
or be prayed over for something and not be communicated with.  
 
 
What is your experience with church structure and leadership? 

Every church I’ve worked for was an independent Christian Church, and therefore elder led. 
Crossway with 1500 people and 25 staff people was more staff-led, though we often talked 
about being staff-directed and elder protected. I was in charge of 5-7 volunteer teams at my 
2 campuses as well as leading (though not supervising) our worship, student, children, and 
specialized staff who worked at my campus. 
 
 
What is your spouse/family’s role in your ministry and the church? 

Lauren has been wonderful in supporting the work that I have done. Lauren has always been 
involved in some way in the ministries of the church, though not always directly in my area. 
Lauren has served on worship teams, in children’s ministry, and on welcome teams. Lauren 
has counted offering after service, and has led small groups. I do not expect anything specific 
of my family in serving the church aside from being involved in a way that brings joy and life 
to them. My children are too young to be directly involved in the ministry of the church but 
have grown up in church and have no problem being at church for long periods of time. 
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What is your view on the roles of women in the church? 

I believe that women should be empowered to do anything a man can do. Too many 
powerful and important women have shaped me to think that they could not continue to do 
so today. My reading of the New Testament sees women all over (Acts 16, Romans 16, 
Colossians 4, Mark 16, etc.) doing things that men were doing and being celebrated for it.  
 
 
What role should or could social media play in the mission of the local church? 

Social media can be used by the Church, but I do not feel that it is imperative to do so. Should 
a church decide to be involved on social media, it must wrestle with what that looks like. Too 
much research has come out showing that social media as a whole is leading to higher rates 
of depression, anxiety, and loneliness in people—especially young adults. And as such, the 
church might—in good faith—decide to abandon what is common today in favor of standing 
against a tide of emotions counter to a life more abundant that we find in Christ. If this is the 
path a church decides to take, it must find other ways to engage with youth people and the 
non-churched. I believe that many churches use social media because they think it is the 
answer to the question “how do we get new people here?” This is not true.  
 
Social media will rarely be an evangelistic tool, and therefore if it is to be used by a church 
should instead be focused on the community it is trying to build among its own members and 
other Christians (of different congregations) both locally and globally. Posting sermons for 
people to watch who are shut-in or away on YouTube is a good thing (as mentioned above, I 
helped develop a plan for that at Crossway). Posting reminders on Facebook, Instagram, or 
Twitter about the texts, themes, or season of the year that we are in can be very helpful in 
generating conversation, reflection, and growth.  
 
Social media is a place where local, national, and global worries are being discussed, and I 
think it is an appropriate place for the church to remind people how to live transformed lives 
when it comes to elections, virus outbreaks, or natural disasters. 
 
But I do not believe any of these things are the be all and end all to any of these goals. Social 
media will never be the appropriate platform to be the primary discussion point of any issue. 
It is only worthwhile to the church as a tool for encouraging, reminding, and inviting. 
 
 
Please include at least one sermon. 
You may include a link or attach a recorded file with this application. 
Transforming Grace - https://youtu.be/e9IjnmH324A 
A Righteous Branch - https://youtu.be/bJJ5tIWoGM8  
Believe Upon Jesus - https://youtu.be/HgmxIEb1fvc  
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Please include three references. 
Upon request, we can refrain from making initial contact with references.  However, we will 
not extend an employment offer until we will contact references. 
Ron Kastens 
Former Lead Pastor of Crossway Christian Church, now teaching and leading a Ministry program at 
Milligan College.  
Known since 2014 
Contact information: 

- PO Box 500 
1 Blowers Boulevard 
Milligan College, TN 37682 

- REKastens@milligan.edu 
- 603-438-9828 

Mike Felo 
Former Elder at Crossway Christian Church  
Known since 2015 
Contact information: 

- 17 Gail Road 
Merrimack, NH 03054 

- Felo.michael@gmail.com  
- 215-7760259 

Logan Phillips 
Worship Pastor of Crossway Christian Church 
Known since 2016 
Contact information 

- 503 Main Dunstable Road  
Nashua, NH 03062 

- lphillips@crosswaycc.org 
- 618-918-0611 

 
Please add any other relevant information or notable experiences you would like to share. 

Community Involvement: 
Community Action for Safe Teens (CAST) 

 Supported community initiatives to rid the Souhegan Valley of substance misuse by 
launching programs to address the needs of Milford and the surrounding townships. 

 Revised the method for collecting volunteer involvement which led to an increased 
return rate needed for a DCHS grant we received. 

Boys and Girls Club of the Souhegan Valley 
 Interacted with community members by volunteering weekly at the Boys and Girls 

Club where our Milford Campus meets. 
 Provided organic opportunity to build relationship with community leaders and invite 

them to church. 
 Allowed me better opportunity to learn the needs of the community for more 

applicable and dynamic sermons. 
 


